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Introduction
What does Scripture mean when it calls Yeshua the Son of God? Scripture develops the language of sonship across the biblical story. Humanity is made in God's image; Israel is called God's son; the Davidic king is addressed as God's son; and Yeshua is revealed as the unique Son who makes the Father known. These witnesses help us understand His sonship while preserving the distinction between Messiah and other uses of sonship language.
This study follows that biblical history, then considers the annunciation and the Word made flesh. Its purpose is to help us understand Yeshua's unique relationship with the Father and how He brings the covenant family into knowledge of Him.
1. Sonship Has a Biblical History
Image and Likeness
Genesis begins with humanity made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26–27). Genesis 5:3 later describes Seth as a son in Adam's likeness and image. The passages should not be collapsed into one technical definition of sonship, but together they establish that father-son language can naturally carry ideas of likeness and representation.
Israel: 'My Son, My Firstborn'
In Exodus 4:22 YHWH identifies Israel as His son, His firstborn, and commands Pharaoh to release His son so that he may serve Him. Sonship here is covenantal. It speaks of belonging, relationship, identity, deliverance, allegiance, and service. Israel is rescued not merely from slavery but into relationship and vocation under the Father.
The Davidic Son
The promise to David adds a royal dimension. In 2 Samuel 7:12–16, God promises a royal descendant who will build a house for His name and speaks of a father-and-son relationship. The passage first belongs to the history of David's royal house, including Solomon and descendants who could require correction for wrongdoing. The New Testament applies its father-and-son language to Messiah (Hebrews 1:5), and Luke announces His enduring Davidic kingdom (Luke 1:32–33). This does not transfer the passage's wrongdoing to Yeshua. Psalm 2 likewise joins sonship with kingship, inheritance and rule. The Gospel announcement therefore stands within a biblical history of covenant belonging and royal vocation.
2. The Annunciation: Sonship, David, and Divine Initiative
Gabriel's announcement to Mary gathers these themes. The child will be great, will be called Son of the Highest, will receive the throne of David, will reign over the house of Jacob, and His kingdom will have no end (Luke 1:31–33). Before Mary asks how the conception will occur, the promised child's sonship has already been placed in a Davidic and kingdom context. This announcement contributes to the biblical witness; it should be read alongside John's account of the Word rather than treated as a complete explanation of every aspect of the Son's identity.
Mary then asks how this can happen since she has not known a man. Gabriel answers that the Holy Spirit will come upon her and the power of the Most High will overshadow her; therefore the holy child to be born will be called Son of God (Luke 1:34–35). Matthew confirms that what is conceived in Mary is of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20). The conception is therefore not the result of ordinary human fatherhood. It is a sovereign divine act.
This must not be converted into pagan divine-human sexual imagery. The Holy Spirit is not presented as Yeshua's father in an ordinary biological sense. Yeshua consistently identifies the Father as His Father. The Spirit effects the miraculous conception; Mary is genuinely His mother; and the child is genuinely human.
3. The Word Made Flesh
John begins before the birth at Bethlehem: 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God' (John 1:1, KJV). All things were made through Him (John 1:3). John then announces that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). His divine identity is stated plainly, alongside His relationship with God.
The incarnation describes His coming among us in genuine human life; it does not describe the beginning of the Word's existence. Luke explains the miraculous conception of the child. John identifies the One who enters human history. Together these witnesses hold before us the preexistent Word, genuine humanity, miraculous conception and unique sonship.
4. 'Only Begotten': The Unique Son
The KJV uses 'only begotten' for the Greek word monogenēs. Other translations use 'one and only' or 'unique.' The NET translators explain the language in terms of uniqueness and compare its use for Isaac in Hebrews 11:17: Abraham had other sons, but Isaac held a unique place in the promise. This provides a useful way to understand the singular relationship being described. It is an explanation of the translators' reading, not a claim that one word by itself settles every theological question about the Father–Son relationship.
Believers may become children of God (John 1:12), Israel is called God's son, and the Davidic king is addressed as God's son. John's description of Yeshua is not interchangeable with these other forms of sonship. His unique relationship with the Father must be read alongside John's affirmation that the Word was God and became flesh.
The expression 'only begotten' should not be read as divine biological reproduction. The virgin conception concerns the miraculous beginning of His human life in Mary's womb. It does not mark the beginning of the Word's existence. Questions about the eternal Father–Son relationship require the wider witness of Scripture, beyond this brief word study.
5. The Son Comes in the Father's Name
Yeshua says, 'I am come in my Father's name' (John 5:43). This belongs within the larger biblical revelation of the Father's name. In Exodus 33–34, when Moses asks to know YHWH's way and to see His glory, the Father responds by causing His goodness to pass before Moses and proclaiming His name. The proclamation reveals His character: mercy, grace, patience, covenant faithfulness, forgiveness, and justice.
John records Yeshua saying that He has manifested and declared the Father's name (John 17:6, 26). We can read this alongside Exodus as a connection between God's name and His self-revelation. The Son bears the Father's authority and reveals Him faithfully. Bearing the Father's name expresses His mission; it does not exhaust what John tells us about His divine identity.
6. The Faithful Son Reveals the Father
Throughout John, sonship is displayed through correspondence with the Father. Yeshua speaks what He receives from the Father. He does the works the Father gives Him. He seeks the will of the One who sent Him. He finishes the Father's work. He manifests the Father's name. His mission is not autonomous self-expression but faithful revelation.
Yeshua tells Philip, 'he that hath seen me hath seen the Father' (John 14:9, KJV). The surrounding verses continue to speak of both Father and Son, including the Father dwelling in Him and doing His works (John 14:10–11). We should preserve that relationship rather than treat the names as interchangeable. We should also read this revelation with John 1:1–18: the One who makes the Father known is the Word who was God and became flesh. His revelation of the Father is more than the resemblance of an ordinary faithful representative.
John 1:18 places this at the heart of Yeshua's mission: the unseen God is made known through the unique Son. Yeshua's sonship is therefore revelatory. The Son shows the family what the Father is like.
7. Way, Works, Glory, and Knowing
Moses prayed, 'shew me now thy way, that I may know thee' (Exodus 33:13, KJV), and later, 'shew me thy glory' (Exodus 33:18, KJV). God's response brings together goodness, name and character. We can trace a thematic connection with John's Gospel, where glory is seen in Yeshua, He is the Way, His works bear witness, and knowing Him leads to knowing the Father. This is a comparison of biblical themes; John does not explicitly identify every statement here as a quotation from Moses' prayer.
John 14 is especially important. Yeshua says, 'I am the way,' immediately speaks of knowing the Father, receives Philip's request 'shew us the Father,' and points Philip to the words and works through which the Father has already been revealed. 'The Way' therefore cannot be reduced merely to a route for reaching a future destination. Yeshua is the Father's appointed Way to the Father, and in Him the Father is faithfully made known.
8. Sonship Is Not Merely a Title
Across Scripture, sonship language can express belonging, relationship, likeness, representation, inheritance, obedience, authority and calling. These dimensions do not carry identical force in every passage. Their varied uses provide a biblical vocabulary for reading the Gospel announcement without reducing Messiah's sonship to the sonship of Israel, a king or a believer.
In Yeshua, the promised Davidic King is also the preexistent Word made flesh. His faithful obedience and royal mission belong within that unique identity, rather than serving as a complete definition of it.
9. The Virgin Conception and the Mission of the Son
The virgin conception belongs within the Father's sending purpose. The Word who already existed enters genuine human history through His miraculous conception and birth. His mission unfolds in human life without implying that His divine existence began in Mary's womb.
A careful reading therefore holds these witnesses together: the Father sends the Son; the Holy Spirit effects the miraculous conception in Mary; the Word truly becomes flesh; and the holy child is rightly called Son of God. The Father's sending should not be confused with creating the Word, through whom all things were made (John 1:1–3).
This formulation preserves both divine initiative and genuine humanity while avoiding the mistake of treating the incarnation as divine biological reproduction.
10. Why the Son Reveals the Father
The Father desires to be known by His family. Yeshua speaks His words, performs His works and manifests His name. Through the Son, the family comes to know the One who sent Him (John 17:1–8).
Yeshua brings us into life with the Father, and this includes honouring the Son. John 5:23 teaches that the Son is to be honoured as the Father is honoured; dishonouring the Son dishonours the Father who sent Him. Coming to the Father through Yeshua therefore does not diminish the Son's place. We receive and honour Him as the One through whom the Father is made known.
What This Study Shows
Scripture gives us a history of sonship language, while revealing Yeshua as the Father's unique Son. Israel supplies covenant context; the Davidic promise supplies royal context; Luke records the miraculous conception and promised kingdom; and John declares that the Word was God and became flesh. Read together, these witnesses lead us to honour the Son and know the Father through Him. They also call us to preserve the distinctions between these passages and avoid asking one title or word to carry the whole biblical witness.
Principal Scripture Witnesses
Genesis 1:26–27; 5:3 • Exodus 4:22; 33:13, 18–19; 34:5–7 • 2 Samuel 7:12–16 • Psalm 2 • Matthew 1:18–23 • Luke 1:26–35 • John 1:1–18; 5:19–43; 10:30–38; 14:6–11; 17:1–8, 20–26 • Hebrews 1:5; 11:17.
Translation and word study note
Direct Scripture quotations are from the King James Version. The explanation of monogenēs draws on the NET translators’ notes on John 1:14 and 1:18. These notes discuss the uniqueness reading and Isaac in Hebrews 11:17. The explanation is attributed to that source and does not replace the wider biblical witness.
NET translation notes on John 1:1–18: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NET




